
Internationally, teachers of fourth grade students reported high levels of education
and considerable experience.
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Primary

Education
and Major (or 

Specialization)
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Mathematics

Most students (73%)
had teachers that
majored in primary
education and 41%
had teachers that
majored in
mathematics
or had a
specialization
in mathematics.

of students were taught
by teachers with at least
a Bachelor’s degree

of students were taught
by teachers with an
advanced degree

of students were taught by teachers with at least 20 years of experience
(on average, students’ teachers had 17 years of experience). 

40%

27%

Internationally, principals of fourth grade students reported high levels of education 
and considerable experience.

On average, principals had 10 years of experience. They were required
to have teaching experience in 40 countries, but completion of a
specialized leadership program was less common (21 countries). 
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46% 14%

84% 26%

Mathematics Teachers’ Preparation and Experience

Students Have Well Qualified Teachers and Principals

Principals’ Preparation and Experience

of students had principals with
at least a Bachelor’s degree

of students had principals
with an advanced degree

48%94%

SOURCE: IEA's Trends in International Mathematics and
Science Study – TIMSS 2015.
http://timss2015.org/download-center/
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