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PIRLS is a major undertaking of IEA, and together with TIMSS (Trends in 
International Mathematics and Science Study), comprises the core of IEA’s 
regular cycle of studies. IEA has delegated responsibility for the overall direction 
and management of these two projects to the TIMSS & PIRLS International 
Study Center at Boston College. Headed by Ina V.S. Mullis and Michael O. 
Martin, the study center is located in the Lynch School of Education. In carrying 
out these two ambitious international studies, the TIMSS & PIRLS International 
Study Center works closely with the IEA Secretariat in Amsterdam and the 
IEA Data Processing and Research Center in Hamburg. Statistics Canada 
monitors and implements sampling activities, the National Foundation for 
Educational Research (NFER) in England and the Australian Council for 
Educational Research (ACER) provide support for item development, and 
Educational Testing Service consults on psychometrics. Especially important 
is close coordination with the National Research Coordinators designated by 
the participating countries to be responsible for the complex tasks involved 
in implementing the studies in their countries. In summary, it takes extreme 
dedication on the part of many individuals around the world to make PIRLS 
a success and the work of these individuals across all of the various activities 
involved is greatly appreciated. 

With each new assessment cycle of a study, one of the most important 
tasks is to update the assessment framework. Updating the PIRLS assessment 
framework for 2016 has involved extensive input and reviews by individuals 
at the TIMSS & PIRLS International Study, the IEA, the PIRLS 2016 National 
Research Coordinators, and the two PIRLS expert committees: the PIRLS 2016 
Reading Development Group, and the PIRLS 2016 Questionnaire Development 
Group. Of all the individuals around the world that it takes to make PIRLS a 
success, the intention here is to specifically acknowledge some of those persons 
who had particular responsibility and involvement in developing and producing 
the PIRLS 2016 Assessment Framework.

PIRLS 2016 Framework Development at the TIMSS & PIRLS 
International Study Center at Boston College
Ina V.S. Mullis, Executive Director, TIMSS & PIRLS

Michael O. Martin, Executive Director, TIMSS & PIRLS

Pierre Foy, Director of Sampling, Psychometrics, and Data Analysis

Chad Minnich, Assistant Director, Communications & Media Relations
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Martin Hooper, Senior Research Specialist, Technical Reporting 

Marian Sainsbury, Chief Reading Consultant, National Foundation for 
Educational Research (NFER), England

PIRLS 2016 Reading Development Group
The PIRLS Reading Development Group is a panel of internationally recognized 
experts in reading research, instruction, and assessment. The Reading 
Development Group is responsible for providing expert advice about the 
development of the PIRLS 2016 reading assessment, beginning with updating 
the assessment framework and then test development for PIRLS, PIRLS Literacy, 
and ePIRLS.

Julian Fraillon
Australian Council for Educational 
Research
Australia

Jan Mejding
Aarhus University 
Department of Education
Denmark

Galina Zuckerman
Russian Academy of Education
Russian Federation

Elizabeth Pang
Ministry of Education
Singapore 

Jenny Wiksten Folkeryd
Uppsala University
Sweden 

Ahlam Habeeb Msaiqer
Abu Dhabi Education Council
United Arab Emirates,  
Abu Dhabi

Donald Leu
University of Connecticut
United States

Karen Wixson 
University of North Carolina, 
Greensboro
United States
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Joanne Latourelle 
Ministère de l’Éducation, du Loisir et 
du Sport
Canada, Quebec 

Hwa Wei Ko
National Central University
Chinese Taipei

Marc Colmant 
Ministère de l’Éducation Nationale
France 

Maryam A. Al-Ostad
National Centre for Education 
Development
Kuwait

Megan Chamberlain
Ministry of Education
New Zealand

Sarah Howie
University of Pretoria
South Africa

PIRLS 2016 Questionnaire Development Group
The PIRLS 2016 Questionnaire Development Group comprises PIRLS 2016 
National Research Coordinators who have special responsibility for providing 
guidance in updating the context questionnaire framework and context 
questionnaires for PIRLS 2016.

PIRLS 2016 National Research Coordinators
The PIRLS 2016 National Research Coordinators (NRCs) work with the 
PIRLS project staff in the various areas to ensure that the study is responsive 
to their concerns, both policy-oriented and practical, and are responsible for 
implementing the study in their countries. The PIRLS 2016 National Research 
Coordinators participated in a series of reviews of the PIRLS 2016 Assessment 
Framework.
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Bundesinstitut für Bildungsforchung, 
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Azerbaijan
Narmina Aliyeva
Ministry of Education of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan

Bahrain
Huda Al-Awadi
Counselor for Research & Studies
Ministry of Education
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Kim Bellens 
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Canada
Pierre Brochu
Council of Ministers of Education
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Maria Victoria Martinez Muñoz
Estudios Internacionales Division 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Estudios
Agencia de Calidad de la Educación

Chinese Taipei
Hwa Wei Ko
Graduate Institute of Learning and 
Instruction
National Central University

Czech Republic
Zuzana Janotová
Czech School Inspectorate

Denmark
Jan Mejding
Aarhus University
Department of Education

Egypt
Shokry Sayed Ahmed
National Center of Examinations and 
Educational Evaluation

England
Kath Thomas
Head of Assessment Design, 
Innovation and Standards

Finland
Inga Carita Arffman
Finnish Institute for Educational 
Research
University of Jyväskylä

France
Marc Colmant
Ministère de l’Éducation Nationale
Direction de l’Evaluation, de la 
Prospective et de la Performance

Georgia
Natia Andguladze
Nutsa Kobakhidze
National Assessment and 
Examinations Center
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Germany
Wilfried Bos 
Anke Walzebug
Center for School Development 
Research
University of Dortmund

Hong Kong SAR
Shek Kam Tse
Faculty of Education
University of Hong Kong

Hungary
Ildikó Balazsi 
Péter Balkányi
Educational Authority
Department of Assessment and 
Evaluation

Iran, Islamic Republic of
Abdol’azim Karimi
Organization for Educational 
Research and Planning
National Center of TIMSS & PIRLS
Research Institute for Education

Ireland
Eemer Eivers
Educational Research Centre
St. Patrick’s College, Dublin

Israel
Inbal Ron-Kaplan
National Authority for Measurement 
and Evaluation in Education 
(RAMA)
Ministry of Education

Italy
Laura Palmerio
Elisa Caponera (through 2013)
Istituto Nazionale per la Valutazione 
del Sistema Educativo di Istruzione e 
di Formazione (INVALSI)

Kazakhstan
Gulmira Berdibayeva
The National Centre for Assessment 
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Ministry of Education and Science of 
the Republic of Kazakhstan

Kuwait
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National Centre for Education 
Development
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Ministry of Education and Science
National Examinations Center

Malta
Charles Mifsud
University of Malta
Grace Grima (through 2013)
Ministry of Education
Directorate for Quality and Standards 
in Education

Morocco
Mohammed Sassi
Ministère de l’Éducation Nationale
Centre Nationale de l‘Evaluation et 
des Examens 
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