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( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Colombia 86 (1.4) h
International Avg. 58 (1.0)
South Africa 49 (1.8) i
Botswana 40 (1.9) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11B01C (Brave Charlotte):  Who is Jack

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 1TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 1

Country

Colombia 38 (1.6) h 82 (1.6) h
International Avg. 24 (0.7) 65 (0.8)
South Africa 17 (0.8) i 51 (1.3) i
Botswana 16 (1.3) i 60 (1.5) i

Percent
Full Credit

Percent
at Least
1 Point

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11B03C (Brave Charlotte):  Two ways Charlotte was different

Constructed Response (2 Points)

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 3TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 3

Country

Colombia 79 (1.9) h
International Avg. 60 (1.1)
South Africa 54 (1.7) i
Botswana 48 (1.9) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11B02C (Brave Charlotte):  What Jack tried to do 

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 2TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 2

Country

Colombia 60 (1.7) h
International Avg. 47 (1.0)
Botswana 44 (2.1) i
South Africa 38 (1.5) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11B04M (Brave Charlotte):  Where Charlotte was standing

Multiple Choice (Key is A)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 4TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 4

Country

Colombia 59 (2.1) h
International Avg. 36 (1.0)
South Africa 25 (1.4) i
Botswana 25 (1.6) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11B05C (Brave Charlotte):  Why Jack didn't notice Charlotte

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 5TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 5



	 PIRLS 2011 USER GUIDE FOR THE INTERNATIONAL DATABASE
4	 prePIRLS RELEASED ITEMS

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Colombia 85 (1.5) h
International Avg. 51 (0.9)
South Africa 38 (1.4) i
Botswana 29 (1.7) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11B07C (Brave Charlotte):  Where animals needed to go

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 7TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 7

Country

Colombia 92 (1.0) h
International Avg. 64 (0.8)
South Africa 54 (1.4) i
Botswana 46 (1.8) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11B06M (Brave Charlotte):  Why shepherd was lying in grass

Multiple Choice (Key is B)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 6TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 6

Country

Colombia 88 (1.7) h
International Avg. 61 (1.0)
South Africa 50 (1.5) i
Botswana 45 (1.8) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11B09M (Brave Charlotte):  How older sheep felt 

Multiple Choice (Key is C)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 9TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 9

Country

Colombia 49 (2.0) h 76 (1.8) h
International Avg. 25 (0.9) 48 (0.9)
South Africa 15 (1.2) i 33 (1.5) i
Botswana 11 (1.2) i 34 (1.6) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11B08C (Brave Charlotte):  Why Jack was best/not best to go

Constructed Response (2 Points)

Percent
Full Credit

Percent
at Least
1 Point

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 8TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 8

Country

Colombia 68 (1.9) h
International Avg. 36 (0.9)
South Africa 23 (1.3) i
Botswana 16 (1.4) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11B10C (Brave Charlotte):  Why Charlotte couldn't hear others

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 10TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 10
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( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Colombia 71 (1.6) h
International Avg. 49 (0.9)
South Africa 43 (1.6) i
Botswana 34 (1.7) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11B11C (Brave Charlotte):  When Charlotte reached road

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 11TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 11

Country

Colombia 66 (2.0) h
International Avg. 46 (1.0)
Botswana 38 (1.6) i
South Africa 35 (1.5) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11B14M (Brave Charlotte):  How farmer knew something is wrong

Multiple Choice (Key is A)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 13TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 13

Country

Colombia 83 (1.7) h
International Avg. 61 (1.0)
Botswana 52 (1.9) i
South Africa 48 (1.4) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11B12M (Brave Charlotte):  What Charlotte did at the road

Multiple Choice (Key is B)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 12TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 12

Country

Colombia 77 (2.1) h
International Avg. 49 (1.1)
Botswana 38 (1.9) i
South Africa 32 (1.5) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11B16C (Brave Charlotte):  How long shepherd had cast

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 15TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 15

Country

Colombia 61 (2.0) h
International Avg. 42 (1.0)
Botswana 33 (1.6) i
South Africa 32 (1.5) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11B15C (Brave Charlotte):  What farmer and Charlotte did

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 14TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 14
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6	 prePIRLS RELEASED ITEMS

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Colombia 58 (2.5) h
International Avg. 34 (1.1)
South Africa 23 (1.4) i
Botswana 22 (1.4) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11B18C (Brave Charlotte):  Order events from story

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 17TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 17

Country

Colombia 48 (2.3) h
International Avg. 24 (0.9)
South Africa 15 (1.1) i
Botswana 9 (1.1) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11B17C (Brave Charlotte):  Why shepherd smiled at Charlotte

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 16TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 16

Country

Colombia 85 (2.0) h
International Avg. 63 (1.0)
South Africa 53 (1.6) i
Botswana 52 (1.7) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11L02M (Lonely Giraffe):  Why no one listened to the giraffe

Multiple Choice (Key is C)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 51TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 51

Country

Colombia 89 (1.6) h
International Avg. 68 (1.0)
Botswana 59 (1.9) i
South Africa 55 (1.6) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11L01C (Lonely Giraffe):  What animals talked about

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 50TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 50

Country

Colombia 72 (2.0) h
International Avg. 63 (1.1)
Botswana 60 (1.8)
South Africa 56 (1.9) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11L03C (Lonely Giraffe):  Which leaves the giraffe ate

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 52TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 52
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( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Colombia 67 (2.3) h
International Avg. 42 (1.1)
South Africa 33 (1.4) i
Botswana 26 (1.8) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11L04M (Lonely Giraffe):  Why animals were afraid of giraffe

Multiple Choice (Key is C)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 53TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 53

Country

Colombia 60 (1.9) h
South Africa 50 (1.4)
International Avg. 50 (1.0)
Botswana 38 (1.6) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11L06M (Lonely Giraffe):  Why animals huddled

Multiple Choice (Key is A)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 55TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 55

Country

Colombia 65 (2.4) h
International Avg. 45 (1.1)
Botswana 40 (1.5) i
South Africa 30 (1.4) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11L05M (Lonely Giraffe):  What the giraffe stopped doing

Multiple Choice (Key is D)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 54TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 54

Country

Colombia 56 (2.5)
International Avg. 56 (2.5)
Botswana - -
South Africa - -

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11L08M (Lonely Giraffe):  What made roaring sound

Multiple Choice (Key is B)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 57TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 57

Country

Colombia 72 (2.3) h
International Avg. 49 (1.1)
South Africa 45 (1.4) i
Botswana 29 (1.9) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11L07M (Lonely Giraffe):  What words from story tell you

Multiple Choice (Key is B)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 56TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 56
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( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Colombia 90 (1.4) h
International Avg. 60 (0.9)
South Africa 48 (1.4) i
Botswana 43 (1.8) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11L10M (Lonely Giraffe):  Why animals climbed to treetops

Multiple Choice (Key is A)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 59TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 59

Country

Colombia 84 (1.5) h
International Avg. 61 (0.9)
Botswana 51 (1.6) i
South Africa 48 (1.7) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11L09M (Lonely Giraffe):  Who said to climb to the treetops

Multiple Choice (Key is D)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 58TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 58

Country

Colombia 89 (1.4) h
International Avg. 65 (0.9)
Botswana 53 (1.8) i
South Africa 52 (1.6) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11L12M (Lonely Giraffe):  What was giraffe's idea

Multiple Choice (Key is D)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 61TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 61

Country

Colombia 62 (1.8) h
International Avg. 41 (1.0)
South Africa 31 (1.5) i
Botswana 29 (1.9) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11L11C (Lonely Giraffe):  Why some couldn't climb trees

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 60TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 60

Country

Colombia 48 (2.4) h
International Avg. 36 (1.1)
Botswana 36 (1.6)
South Africa 25 (1.2) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11L13C (Lonely Giraffe):  What is monkey doing in picture

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 62TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 62
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( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Colombia 72 (2.3) h
International Avg. 43 (1.0)
South Africa 32 (1.6) i
Botswana 25 (1.4) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11L14C (Lonely Giraffe):  What animals did when sun came out

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 63TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 63

Country

Colombia 70 (2.7) h
International Avg. 40 (1.2)
South Africa 30 (1.5) i
Botswana 19 (1.8) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11L15C (Lonely Giraffe):  How giraffe's life is different

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 64TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 64

Country

Colombia 95 (0.9) h
International Avg. 73 (0.8)
South Africa 68 (1.3) i
Botswana 57 (1.8) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11C01C (Caterpillar):  What caterpillar ate

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 18TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 18

Country

Colombia 85 (1.4) h
International Avg. 58 (0.9)
South Africa 55 (1.6) i
Botswana 34 (1.8) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11C02C (Caterpillar):  Where children watched caterpillar

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 19TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 19

Country

Colombia 55 (2.3) h
International Avg. 42 (1.0)
South Africa 37 (1.4) i
Botswana 33 (1.6) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11C03C (Caterpillar):  Why egg was on a leaf

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 20TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 20
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( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Colombia 79 (1.7) h
International Avg. 52 (0.9)
South Africa 39 (1.6) i
Botswana 39 (1.6) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11C04M (Caterpillar):  What caterpillar did first

Multiple Choice (Key is B)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 21TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 21

Country

Colombia 47 (2.4) h
International Avg. 39 (1.0)
South Africa 37 (1.2) i
Botswana 34 (1.6) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11C05M (Caterpillar):  How caterp. skin is unlike human

Multiple Choice (Key is A)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 22TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 22

Country

Colombia 71 (1.9) h
International Avg. 52 (1.0)
Botswana 47 (2.0) i
South Africa 39 (1.3) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11C06M (Caterpillar):  Why caterpillar shed

Multiple Choice (Key is C)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 23TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 23

Country

Colombia 76 (2.2) h
International Avg. 52 (1.0)
Botswana 44 (1.8) i
South Africa 36 (1.4) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11C07C (Caterpillar):  How many times caterpillar shed

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 24TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 24

Country

Colombia 85 (1.7) h
International Avg. 54 (0.9)
South Africa 39 (1.4) i
Botswana 37 (1.7) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11C08C (Caterpillar):  How big caterpillar was

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 25TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 25
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( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Colombia 81 (1.9) h
International Avg. 54 (1.0)
Botswana 42 (1.7) i
South Africa 39 (1.4) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11C09C (Caterpillar):  What caterpillar used silk for

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 26TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 26

Country

Colombia 71 (2.1) h
International Avg. 46 (1.0)
Botswana 36 (1.8) i
South Africa 32 (1.1) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11C10M (Caterpillar):  What happened to chrysalis

Multiple Choice (Key is A)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 27TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 27

Country

Colombia 90 (1.2) h
International Avg. 65 (0.8)
Botswana 57 (1.7) i
South Africa 49 (1.4) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11C11M (Caterpillar):  What came out of shell

Multiple Choice (Key is D)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 28TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 28

Country

Colombia 44 (2.3) h
International Avg. 35 (1.0)
South Africa 34 (1.3)
Botswana 26 (1.4) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11C12M (Caterpillar):  How butterfly pumped blood

Multiple Choice (Key is B)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 29TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 29

Country

Colombia 88 (1.4) h
International Avg. 57 (1.0)
South Africa 44 (1.6) i
Botswana 40 (1.9) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11C13M (Caterpillar):  Why butterfly couldn't stay in jar

Multiple Choice (Key is D)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 30TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 30
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( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Colombia 72 (2.1) h
International Avg. 47 (1.0)
South Africa 36 (1.6) i
Botswana 33 (1.7) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11C14M (Caterpillar):  How butterfly got nectar

Multiple Choice (Key is C)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 31TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 31

Country

Colombia 60 (2.3) h
International Avg. 38 (1.0)
Botswana 28 (1.6) i
South Africa 27 (1.3) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11C15C (Caterpillar):  Order caterpillar changes

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 32TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 32

Country

Colombia 44 (2.4) h
International Avg. 26 (1.0)
South Africa 18 (1.1) i
Botswana 16 (1.3) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11C16C (Caterpillar):  Why teacher brought in caterpillar

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 33TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 33

Country

Colombia 86 (1.4) h
International Avg. 59 (1.0)
Botswana 47 (2.1) i
South Africa 43 (1.9) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11D01C (Dinosaurs):  How long ago dinosaurs lived

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 34TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 34

Country

Colombia 80 (1.9) h
International Avg. 57 (1.0)
South Africa 49 (1.7) i
Botswana 43 (1.8) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11D02M (Dinosaurs):  How two dinosaurs are alike

Multiple Choice (Key is B)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 35TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 35
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( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Colombia 71 (2.1) h
International Avg. 49 (1.1)
Botswana 40 (1.6) i
South Africa 36 (1.7) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11D03C (Dinosaurs):  Copy fact about T.Rex's size

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 36TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 36

Country

Colombia 53 (2.3) h
International Avg. 34 (1.1)
Botswana 26 (1.7) i
South Africa 22 (1.8) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11D04C (Dinosaurs):  Why T. Rex needed big jaws

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 37TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 37

Country

Botswana 37 (1.5) h 60 (1.6) i
International Avg. 33 (1.0) 63 (1.1)
South Africa 30 (1.8) 52 (1.8) i
Colombia 30 (2.0) 78 (2.1) h

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11D05C (Dinosaurs):  How T. Rex teeth differ from human

Constructed Response (2 Points)

Percent
Full Credit

Percent
at Least
1 Point

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 38TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 38

Country

Colombia 77 (2.1) h
International Avg. 57 (1.1)
Botswana 50 (1.9) i
South Africa 44 (1.7) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11D06M (Dinosaurs):  Why seeing far away helped T. Rex

Multiple Choice (Key is A)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 39TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 39

Country

Colombia 61 (2.1) h
International Avg. 36 (1.0)
South Africa 26 (1.7) i
Botswana 21 (1.4) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11D07M (Dinosaurs):  How T. Rex used toes and claws

Multiple Choice (Key is D)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 40TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 40
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( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Colombia 70 (2.1) h
International Avg. 50 (1.1)
Botswana 45 (1.8) i
South Africa 34 (1.6) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11D08M (Dinosaurs):  Body part T. Rex used for balance

Multiple Choice (Key is D)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 41TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 41

Country

Colombia 80 (1.9) h
International Avg. 59 (1.0)
Botswana 50 (1.8) i
South Africa 48 (1.5) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11D09C (Dinosaurs):  What Diplodocus ate

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 42TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 42

Country

Colombia 73 (2.1) h
International Avg. 46 (1.1)
Botswana 34 (2.0) i
South Africa 31 (1.5) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11D10C (Dinosaurs):  Why Diplodocus ate all day

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 43TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 43

Country

Colombia 41 (2.1) h
International Avg. 26 (0.9)
Botswana 20 (1.6) i
South Africa 18 (1.0) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11D11M (Dinosaurs):  Picture of Diplodocus tooth

Multiple Choice (Key is B)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 44TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 44

Country

Colombia 72 (2.1) h
International Avg. 46 (1.1)
Botswana 35 (1.9) i
South Africa 31 (1.6) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11D12C (Dinosaurs):  How Diplodocus used tail

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 45TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 45
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( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Colombia 55 (2.1) h
International Avg. 38 (1.0)
Botswana 31 (1.9) i
South Africa 28 (1.3) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11D14M (Dinosaurs):  How dinosaurs were alike eating

Multiple Choice (Key is B)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 47TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 47

Country

Colombia 54 (2.2) h
International Avg. 29 (1.0)
Botswana 17 (1.6) i
South Africa 16 (1.1) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11D15C (Dinosaurs):  Which dino was most interesting

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 48TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 48

Country

Colombia 65 (2.2) h
International Avg. 44 (1.1)
Botswana 37 (2.1) i
South Africa 32 (1.6) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11D13M (Dinosaurs):  Why Diplodocus swallowed stones

Multiple Choice (Key is C)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 46TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 46

Country

Colombia 21 (1.9) h
International Avg. 13 (0.8)
South Africa 10 (0.9) i
Botswana 7 (1.0) i

Percent Correct Statistics for prePIRLS 2011 Released Items
L11D16C (Dinosaurs):  How pictures are helpful

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct

SOURCE:  IEA's Progress in International Reading Literacy Study – PIRLS 2011

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 49TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 49
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