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Directions

In this booklet, you will find questions about yourself. Some questions ask for facts
while other questions ask for your opinion.

Each question is followed by a number of answers. Shade in the circle next to or
under the answer of your choice as shown in Examples 1, 2, and 3.

Example 1

Do you go to school?

Fill one circle only.

Yes --©
No --O

Example 2

How often do you do these things?

Fill one circle for each line.

Every day Once or Once or Never or
or almost twice a twice a almost
every day week month never

a) I talk with my friends ------------------ @) O O O

b) Iplay sports --------ceceommemas O O O O

¢) Iride a skateboard --------------------- O O O O



Example 3

What do you think? Tell how much you agree with these

statements.
Fill one circle for each line.
Agree Agree Disagree  Disagree
alot a little a little a lot

a) Watching movies is fun --------------- O O O O

b) Ilike eating ice cream ----------------- @) O O O

¢) I do not like waking up early -------- O O @) O

d) Ienjoy doing chores ------------------- O O O @)

® Read each question carefully, and pick the answer you think is best.

e Fill in the circle next to or under your answer.

® [fyou decide to change your answer, draw an X through your first answer,
like this: X Then, fill in the circle next to or under your new answer.

® Asgk for help if you do not understand something or are not sure how to answer.



About you

1
Are you a girl or a boy?
Fill one circle only.
Girl --O
Boy --O
2

When were you born?

Fill the circles next to the month and year you were born.

a) Month b) Year
January -- O 1993 -- O
February -- O 1994 -- O
March -- O 1995 -- O
April -- O 1996 -- O
May -- O 1997 - O
June -- O 1998 -- O
July -- O 1999 -- O
August -- O 2000 -- O
September -- O 2001 -- O
October -- O Other -- O
November -- ()
December -- O



3

How often do you speak <language of test> at home?
Fill one circle only.
Always --O)
Almost always --

Sometimes --

O O O

Never --

4

About how many books are there in your home? (Do not
count magazines, newspapers, or your school books.)

Fill one circle only.

None or very few
(0—-10 books) --

Enough to fill one shelf
(11-25 books) --

Enough to fill one bookcase
(26—-100 books) --

Enough to fill two bookcases
(101-200 books) --

o O O O

Enough to fill three or more bookcases
(more than 200) --O)



33

Do you have any of these things at your home?

Fill one circle for each line.

Yes No
YRR 60114 V1<) RS — O
b) Study desk/table for your use ------- O
¢) Books of your very own (do not
count your school books) -------------- O
d) Your own room -------=--s-ccosoccocomioas O
e) Internet connection ---------s--c-zocoa- O

f) <country-specific indicator of
wealth™> ~-cccmm el O

g) <country-specific indicator of
wealth> ----oooeoeeee e O

h) <country-specific indicator of
wealth™> -ccceemmemeee el O

1) <country-specific indicator of
wealth> «--eeemeee e O

j) <country-specific indicator of
wealth> ----mmee e O

k) <country-specific indicator of
wealth™> -ccceemmemeee el O

O o O O O O OO0 0O




6

A. What is the highest level of education completed by your
mother <or stepmother or female guardian>?

Fill one circle only.

Some <ISCED Level 1 or 2> or

did not go to school ----------=-=------ O

<ISCED Level 2> ------eemeemeeeee O

<ISCED Level 3> ------eemeemeeee- O

<ISCED Level 4> ------emmeememe- O

<ISCED Level 5B> -----ccaemccamaeee O

<ISCED Level 5A, first degree> ------------------- O
Beyond <ISCED Level 5A, first degree>----------------- O
I don’t know --------cocomces O

B. What is the highest level of education completed by your
father <or stepfather or male guardian>?

Fill one circle only.

Some <ISCED Level Level 1 or 2> or

did not go to school ----------=-------- O

<ISCED Level 2> ------eemeemeeee O

<ISCED Level 3> ------eemeemeeee- O

<ISCED Level 4> ------eemeememe- O

<ISCED Level 5B> --------ccccemooe O

<ISCED Level 5A, first degree> ------------------- O
Beyond <ISCED Level 5A, first degree>----------------- O

I don’t KNOW -------mmcmmommue- O




7

How far in your education do you expect to go?

Fill one circle only.

Finish <ISCED Level 2> -------c-smmmumno- O

Finish <ISCED Level 3> ------cccemaemvee- O

Finish <ISCED Level 4> -----eenneemmeaa-. O

Finish <ISCED Level 5B> ---------ccmmoee O

Finish <ISCED Level 5A, first degree> ---------c-<------ O
Beyond <ISCED Level 5A, first degree>----------------- O
I don’t kKnow --------==--=cmm-- O

8

A. Was your mother <or stepmother or female guardian>
born in <country>?

Fill one circle only.

Yes--O
No --O
B. Was your father <or stepfather or male guardian> born in
<country>?

Fill one circle only.

Yes --O)
No --O




9

A. Were you born in <country>?

Fill one circle only.

Yes--O)

(If Yes, go to question 10)

No--O
B. If you were not born in <country>, how old were you
when you came to <country>?
Fill one circle only.
Older than 10 years old --(O)
5 to 10 years old --(O)

Younger than 5 years old --()




10

How often do you use a computer in each of these places?

a) At home ------mmmmeee e

b) At school --------mmmmmmeeeeos

c)

11

Some other place --------=---=cemmeemmnus

Fill one circle for each line.

Every day Once or Once or
or almost twice a twice a
every day week month

O O O
O O O
O O O

How often do the following things happen at home?

a)

b)

c)

d)

My parents ask me what I am
learning in school ----------c-ccememeenee

I talk about my schoolwork with
my parents -------------meememmeieeeeeeees

My parents make sure that I set
aside time for my homework --------

My parents check if I do my
homework ----------mcmemmm

Fill one circle for each line.

Every day Once Once
or almost or twice or twice
every day a week a month

o O O O
o O O O

Never or
almost
never

O
O
O

Never
or almost
never

o O O O



Your School

12

What do you think about your school? Tell how much
you agree with these statements.

Fill one circle for each line.

Agree Agree Disagree Disagree
a lot a little a little a lot

a) Ilike being in school -------------mnvme- O O O O

b) I feel safe when I am at school ------ O O O O

c) Ifeel like I belong at this school ---- O O O O

13

During this year, how often have any of the following
things happened to you at school?

Fill one circle for each line.

At least Once A few
once a or twice times
week a month a year Never
a) I was made fun of or called names - () O O O
b) I was left out of games or activities
by other students -------------s-smemueee- O O O O
¢) Someone spread lies about me ------ O O O O
d) Something was stolen from me ----- O O O O
e) I was hit or hurt by other student(s)
(e.g., shoving, hitting, kicking) ------ O O O O
f) I was made to do things I didn’t
want to do by other students -------- O O O O



Mathematics in School

14

How much do you agree with these statements about
learning mathematics?

Fill one circle for each line.

Agree Agree Disagree Disagree
a lot a little a little a lot
a) I enjoy learning mathematics ------- O O O O
b) I wish I did not have to
study mathematics --------------------- O O O O
c¢) Mathematics is boring ----------------- O O O O
d) Ilearn many interesting
things in mathematics ----------------- O O O O
e) Ilike mathematics -------------smn-emnnn O O O O
f) It is important to do well
in mathematics ----------------smmemnnn O O O O



How much do you agree with these statements about
your mathematics lessons?

Fill one circle for each line.

Agree Agree Disagree Disagree
a lot a little a little a lot
a) I know what my teacher expects
me t0 do ----m-smmmmem e O O O O
b) I think of things not related to
the lesson -----=-=--mmemmemmeeeeeeeee O O O O
¢) My teacher is easy to understand -- O O O O
d) I am interested in what my
teacher says ---------s-s-eeemmemmeeeeens O O O O
e) My teacher gives me interesting
things to do -=--s-ceecmmmcmiieees O O O O



How much do you agree with these statements about
mathematics?

Fill one circle for each line.

Agree Agree Disagree Disagree
alot a little a little a lot
a) I usually do well in mathematics --- O O O O
b) Mathematics is more difficult
for me than for many of
my classmates ----------se-emmememnaennns O

¢) Mathematics is not one of
my strengths ------sceeeememomemencannnens O

d) Ilearn things quickly
in mathematics -------------ccrceeeeeee O

e) Mathematics makes me confused
and Nervous -----s-=-seseeecemmcmacncennas O

f) Iam good at working out
difficult mathematics problems ----- O

o O O O O
o O O O O
o o O O O

g) My teacher thinks I can do well in
mathematics <programs/classes/
lessons> with difficult materials --- O

O
O
O

h) My teacher tells me I am good
at mathematics -----------se-smemaemeee O

O
O
O

1) Mathematics is harder for me

than any other subject ----------------- O O O O



1 6 (continued)

How much do you agree with these statements about
mathematics?

Fill one circle for each line.

Agree Agree Disagree Disagree
a lot a little a little a lot
j) I think learning mathematics will
help me in my daily life --------------- O O O O
k) I need mathematics to learn other
school subjects ---------smmmmmemmemeeene O O O O
) Ineed to do well in mathematics
to get into the <university> of
my choice ----s--smmemmmmemeeeeeeeeeee O O O O
m) I need to do well in mathematics
to get the job I want ---------e-eemeeev O O O O

n) I would like a job that involves

using mathematics --------------------- O O O O



Biology in School

17

Are you studying biology in school this year?

Fill one circle only.

Yes --O
No --O

(If No, go to question 21)

18

How much do you agree with these statements about
learning biology?

Fill one circle for each line.

Agree Agree Disagree Disagree
a lot a little a little a lot
a) I enjoy learning biology --------------- O O O O
b) I wish I did not have to study
biology —---ererereeeoeeeree oo O O O O
c¢) Iread about biology in my
sSpare time -------e-scemeememmmemeneennnens O O O O
d) Biology is boring -------------=-=-samaoe- O O O O
e) Ilearn many interesting
things in biology ---------=-=-c-mememmmua- O O O O
f) 1like biology ----------=-m-mmmmmmmeeee- O O O O
g) It is important to do well
In biology =----=-eeemeemmmmeeeeeeeeaeees O O O O



How much do you agree with these statements about
your biology lessons?

Fill one circle for each line.

Agree Agree Disagree Disagree
a lot a little a little a lot
a) I know what my teacher expects
me t0 do ------smmmmeeme e O O O O
b) I think of things not related to
the lesson -------=--mmemmemmeeeeeeeee O O O O
¢) My teacher is easy to understand -- O O O O
d) I am interested in what my
teacher says ---------s-s-eeemmemmeeeeens O O O O
e) My teacher gives me interesting
things to do -=--s-ceemmmmcmeiees O O O O



20

How much do you agree with these statements about

biology?
Fill one circle for each line.
Agree Agree Disagree Disagree
a lot a little a little a lot
a) I usually do well in biology ----------- O O O O
b) Biology is more difficult for me
than for many of my classmates ---- () O O O
¢) Biology is not one of
my strengths -------s-eeemmmemeeeeeaeee O O O O
d) Ilearn things quickly
in biology ------=-=--mmemmemmm e O O O O
e) Biology makes me confused
and Nervous ---=----s-sececsmmcsmnmnoeans O O O O
f) I am good at working out
difficult biology problems ------------- O O O O

g) My teacher thinks I can do well in
biology <programs/classes/
lessons> with difficult materials --- O

O
O
O

h) My teacher tells me I am good
at biology -------smcemmememe e O

O
O
O

1) Biology is harder for me than

any other subject ---------s--smcemmemeen- O O O O



2 O (continued)

How much do you agree with these statements about
biology?

Fill one circle for each line.

Agree Agree Disagree Disagree
a lot a little a little a lot
j) I think learning biology will
help me in my daily life -------------- O O O O
k) I need biology to learn other
school subjects -----------smmmemmmmmnae- O O O O
I) Ineed to do well in biology
to get into the <university> of
my choice -------smsmmmmemem oo O O O O
m) I need to do well in biology
to get the job I want --------e-eeemmeee O O O O

n) I would like a job that involves

using biology -------=-=s-senmeemeremeaane O O O O



Earth Science in School

21

Are you studying earth science in school this year?

Fill one circle only.

Yes --O
No--O

(If No, go to question 25)

22

How much do you agree with these statements about
learning earth science?

Fill one circle for each line.

Agree Agree Disagree Disagree
a lot a little a little a lot
a) I enjoy learning earth science ------- O O O O
b) I wish I did not have to study
earth science ---------s--emmemmemmcmmaennns O O O O
c¢) Iread about earth science in my
spare time -------s-=--ecmmeeeemmeeeaeaaas O O O O
d) Earth science is boring ---------------- O O O O
e) Ilearn many interesting
things in earth science ----------------- O O O O
f) Ilike earth science --------------e--m--- O O O O
g) Itisimportant to do well in
earth science ----------mmeeecmmemnaeanas O O O O



How much do you agree with these statements about
your earth science lessons?

Fill one circle for each line.

Agree Agree Disagree Disagree
a lot a little a little a lot
a) I know what my teacher expects
me t0 do ----m-smmmmem e O O O O
b) I think of things not related to
the lesson -----=-=--mmemmemmeeeeeeeee O O O O
¢) My teacher is easy to understand -- O O O O
d) I am interested in what my
teacher says ---------s-s-eeemmemmeeeeens O O O O
e) My teacher gives me interesting
things to do -=--s-ceecmmmcmiieees O O O O



How much do you agree with these statements about
earth science?

Fill one circle for each line.

Agree Agree Disagree Disagree
a lot a little a little a lot
a) I usually do well in earth science -- O O O O
b) Earth science is more difficult for
me than for many of
my classmates --------s-=--s-mmemommeann- O

c¢) Earth science is not one of
my strengths -------eeeeemmmmmcmmeeee. O

d) Ilearn things quickly
in earth science -------------se-semeemno- O

e) Earth science makes me confused
and Nervous ----------s--smssmmemmemneenne- O

f) I am good at working out
difficult earth science problems ----- O

o O O O O
o O O O O
o O O O O

g) My teacher thinks I can do well in
earth science <programs/classes/
lessons> with difficult materials --- O

O
O
O

h) My teacher tells me I am good
at earth science ----------smeeemeenne- O

O
O
O

1) Earth science is harder for me

than any other subject ----------------- O O O O



2 4 (continued)

How much do you agree with these statements about
earth science?

Fill one circle for each line.

Agree Agree Disagree Disagree
a lot a little a little a lot
j) I think learning earth science
will help me in my daily life --------- O O O O
k) Ineed earth science to learn other
school subjects -----------smmmemmmmmnae- O O O O
I) Ineed to do well in earth science
to get into the <university>
of my choice ----------mnmmmemmememeeee. O O O O
m) I need to do well in earth science
to get the job I want --------e-eeemmeee O O O O

n) I would like a job that involves

using earth science ---------------e-o-- O O O O



Chemistry in School

295

Are you studying chemistry in school this year?

26

How much do you agree with these statements about

learning chemistry?

g)

I enjoy learning chemistry ---

I wish I did not have to study

chemistry ----------eemememmemeans

I read about chemistry in my

spare time -----------sc-emeeeonos

Chemistry is boring ------------

I learn many interesting

things in chemistry -------------

I like chemistry --------=---------

It is important to do well

in chemistry -------------=---nnu---

Fill one circle only.

Yes --O
No --O

(If No, go to question 29)

Fill one circle for each line.

Agree
a lot

Agree
a little

O

o OO OO0 O

Disagree
a little

O

o OO OO0 O

Disagree
a lot

O

o OO OO0 O



How much do you agree with these statements about
your chemistry lessons?

Fill one circle for each line.

Agree Agree Disagree Disagree
a lot a little a little a lot
a) I know what my teacher expects
me t0 do ------smmmmeeme e O O O O
b) I think of things not related to
the lesson -------=--mmemmemmeeeeeeeee O O O O
¢) My teacher is easy to understand -- O O O O
d) I am interested in what my
teacher says ---------s-s-eeemmemmeeeeens O O O O
e) My teacher gives me interesting
things to do -=--s-ceemmmmcmeiees O O O O



28

How much do you agree with these statements about

chemistry?
Fill one circle for each line.
Agree Agree Disagree Disagree
a lot a little a little a lot
a) I usually do well in chemistry ------- O O O O
b) Chemistry is more difficult for me
than for many of my classmates ---- () O O O
¢) Chemistry is not one of
my strengths -------s-eeemmmemeeeeeaeee O O O O
d) Ilearn things quickly
in chemistry -------=-s-s-eemememmeeeeane O O O O
e) Chemistry makes me confused
and Nervous ---=----s-sececsmmcsmnmnoeans O O O O
f) I am good at working out
difficult chemistry problems --------- O O O O

g) My teacher thinks I can do well
in chemistry <programs/classes/
lessons> with difficult materials --- O

O
O
O

h) My teacher tells me I am good
at chemistry ---------secemmmmmmmmeeeeeee O

O
O
O

1) Chemistry is harder for me
than any other subject ---------=------- O O O O



2 8 (continued)

How much do you agree with these statements about
chemistry?

Fill one circle for each line.

Agree Agree Disagree Disagree
a lot a little a little a lot
j) I think learning chemistry will
help me in my daily life -------------- O O O O
k) Ineed chemistry to learn other
school subjects ----------s-mmmomoeaaaas O O O O
1) Ineed to do well in chemistry
to get into the <university> of
my choice ------m-s-ememmemeeeemeeeeaes O O O O
m) I need to do well in chemistry
to get the job I want ----------s-eemne- O O O O

n) I would like a job that involves

using chemistry ----------------seeemne- O O O O



Physics in School

29

Are you studying physics in school this year?

30

How much do you agree with these statements about

learning physics?

g)

I enjoy learning physics -------

I wish I did not have to study

physics -------mcmememeeeees

I read about physics in my

spare time -----------sc-emeeeonos

Physics is boring ---------=--=----

I learn many interesting

things in physics ----------------

I like physics --------=s-zmmzmmemas

It is important to do well

in physics ----------mmmemeeeeeeee

Fill one circle only.

Yes --O
No --O

(If No, go to question 33)

Fill one circle for each line.

Agree
a lot

Agree
a little

O

o OO OO0 O

Disagree
a little

O

o OO OO0 O

Disagree
a lot

O

o OO OO0 O



How much do you agree with these statements about
your physics lessons?

Fill one circle for each line.

Agree Agree Disagree Disagree
a lot a little a little a lot
a) I know what my teacher expects
me t0 do ------mmemeeeeem s O O O O
b) I think of things not related to
the lesson ---c--seeeeemmmmcmmmeeieaenens O O O O
¢) My teacher is easy to understand -- () O O O
d) I am interested in what my
teacher says --------e-ceecemmmcmcrmnannan. O O O O
e) My teacher gives me interesting
things to do ------==-=-=m-smmmmememeeeeeee O O O O
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How much do you agree with these statements about

physics?
Fill one circle for each line.
Agree Agree Disagree Disagree
a lot a little a little a lot
a) I usually do well in physics ---------- O O O O
b) Physics is more difficult for me
than for many of my classmates ---- () O O O
¢) Physics is not one of
my strengths -------s-eeemmmemeeeeeaeee O O O O
d) Ilearn things quickly
in physics ---s-s-=emmmmmeemme e O O O O
e) Physics makes me confused
and Nervous ---=----s-sececsmmcsmnmnoeans O O O O
f) I am good at working out
difficult physics problems ------------- O O O O

g) My teacher thinks I can do well in
physics <programs/classes/
lessons> with difficult materials --- O

O
O
O

h) My teacher tells me I am good
at physics ------sm-smmmmmemee oo O

O
O
O

1) Physics is harder for me
than any other subject ---------=------- O O O O



3 2 (continued)

How much do you agree with these statements about
physics?

Fill one circle for each line.

Agree Agree Disagree Disagree
a lot a little a little a lot
j) I think learning physics will help
me in my daily life ---------mememmneee- O O O O
k) I need physics to learn other
school subjects -----------smmmemmmmmnae- O O O O
I) Ineed to do well in physics to get
into the <university> of my choice - () O O O
m) I need to do well in physics to get
the job I want -------semmeemmmemmeeeeeee O O O O
n) I would like a job that involves
using physics ----------=m-smeemmemmemee- O O O O



Homework

33

A. How often does your teacher give you homework in each
of the following subjects?

Fill one circle for each line.

Less
3or4 lor2 than
Every times times once
day aweek aweek aweek Never
a) Mathematics --------------m-sm-nmn- O O O O O
b) Biology -----------sssssennnnnnnnnaaas O O O O O
¢) Earth science --------------eoeeees O O O O O
d) Chemistry =--------scecememmcnnnns O O O O O
e) Physics ----s-m-emmmmeeeeeeeeeeees O O O O O
B. When your teacher gives you homework in each of the
following subjects, about how many minutes do you
usually spend on your homework?
Fill one circle for each line.
My teacher
never gives More
me home- 1-15 16-30 31-60 61-90 than 90
work in... minutes minutes minutes minutes minutes
a) Mathematics --------------m-smnmnn O O O O O O
T S ———— O e O e O e O e O e O
c) Earth science ------------m-mmmmne- O O O O O O
d) Chemistry ------s--s-ee-eeemeemennan O O O O O O
S T ————— O e O e O e O e O e O



Thank you for filling out the questionnaire!










BOSTON
COLLEGE

timssandpirls.bc.edu

TIMSS 2011

<Grade 8>

© IEA, 2011
International Association
for the Evaluation of
Educational Achievement



