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CHAPTER 1: STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT
PIRLS 2016 INTERNATIONAL RESULTS IN READING
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Exhibit 1 6: Trends in Reading Achievement by Gender
For the countries with trend data from previous PIRLS assessments, Exhibit 1.6 shows graphs of 
average achievement by gender. The countries are presented in alphabetical order. In nearly all of 
the countries, girls have had higher achievement than boys, historically as well as in PIRLS 2016. 
Portugal was the only country to close the gender gap in 2016, and this was in comparison to PIRLS 
2011. Several countries narrowed the gap in 2011 (France, Israel, Italy, and Spain), but then girls 
once again had higher achievement than boys in PIRLS 2016.
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Scale interval is 10 points for each country, but the part of the scale shown differs according to 
each country's average achievement. 
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Trend results do not include students taught in 
Russian. 

TIMSS & PIRLS

Lynch School of Education

International Study Center

http://pirls2016.org/download-center/


 
40

Downloaded from http://pirls2016.org/download-center/

2001 2006 2011 2016 2001 2006 2011 2016 2001 2006 2011 2016

2001 2006 2011 2016 2001 2006 2011 2016 2001 2006 2011 2016

2001 2006 2011 2016 2001 2006 2011 2016 2001 2006 2011 2016

Hong Kong SAR Hungary Iran, Islamic Rep. of

France Georgia Germany
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Exhibit 1.6: Trends in Reading Achievement by Gender (Continued)
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