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Statement by Joseph M. O’Keefe, S.J.

Dean, Lynch School of Education at Boston College

On the Release of the PIRLS 2006

First of all, I want to congratulate Dr. Ina Mullis, Dr. Michael “Mick” Martin, and the entire  
staff of the TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center for their excellent work that has  
resulted in the PIRLS 2006 International Report. Let me add that, on behalf of my colleagues 
in the Lynch School and throughout the University, I am ever grateful for TIMSS & PIRLS 
International Study Center’s very important contribution to the intellectual life of Boston 
College and its research profile.

The 21st century provides significant new opportunities for international comparative research 
about crucial issues that will affect human progress. Advances in technology not only provide 
practical possibilities for such work, but also make that work ever more urgent. The globaliza-
tion of culture, commerce, and communications should compel researchers, policy makers, and 
practitioners to broaden their perspectives as they strive to understand and improve teaching 
and learning. The data from PIRLS 2006 paint a picture of reading achievement across a wide 
spectrum of societies. Let me name several issues among the many that arise from this work.

1. Why do nations differ in their ability to foster literacy among schoolchildren? The PIRLS 
2006 data provide important insights into this issue. PIRLS 2006 can also stimulate a broad 
range of additional collaborative cross-national and multi-method studies so that best prac-
tices can be made available for on-going renewal of educational programs. 

2. How can education systems improve student literacy? Along with providing international 
comparisons, PIRLS offers insights into a nation’s progress over time. There seems to be evi-
dence that changes in national policy and school-based practice can be effective. Conversely, 
some nations fall behind previous benchmarks. PIRLS provides interesting data, the analysis 
of which can link policy to progress.

3. PIRLS 2006 sheds light on the crucial question of the impact of the home environment on 
children’s academic achievement across national and cultural contexts. How can educational 
policy foster literacy development within the home from the earliest ages? How can schools 
partner with families to provide complementary educational experiences? What are the im-
plications for school structure? Adult education? Teacher training? The current report offers 
interesting insights into these questions.

Finally, I want to confirm Boston College’s unwavering commitment to the vital work of the 
TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center and to reiterate my expression of gratitude and 
congratulations. 


